
Hello, this is Adam Okonski and I’m a Native Speaker.        

            

In this lesson, we will learn how to use the present perfect tense, when to use it,    

 and the differences between simple past tense and present perfect tense.      

  

Then we'll use the present perfect tense to form questions. 

       

Forming the Present Perfect looks like this:      

There is a Subject, a Helping Verb and a Main verb    

I, you, we they have past participle    

She, he, it has past participle    

      

The present perfect consists of two verbs:       

Helping verb (have/has) and main verb (past participle).      

         

Here are situations in which we use the Present Perfect Tense:      

The present perfect tense joins the past with the present. Use "for" or "since".    

  

It implies that something began in the past and it continues to the present moment.    

   

      

For example:      

She has been studying since last night.      

It has rained for days.      

I have known Josh since elementary school.      

      

The present perfect is also used to imply an ongoing period of time.       

The action happened repeatedly in the past and the present perfect implies that the action may occur in 

the future.      

For example:      

There have been a lot of robberies in the neighborhood.      

Fred has been known to sell a lot of houses.      

      

The present perfect can refer to experiences from the past without providing the specific times that 

they occurred.      

For example:      

We have seen this show already.      

I have lost my keys.      

There has been an accident.      

      

Additionally, the present perfect tense is used to provide events that occurred in the recent past.  

     

The events still have an effect on the present moment.      

For example:     

I have lost my keys.  I don't have them right now.      

Ow!  I have cut my finger.  It's bleeding.      

      



There are differences between the simple past tense and the present perfect tense   

   

The present perfect tense has an unfinished period of time.  It effects the present situation.  

    

The simple past tense implies that the event occurred sometime in the past.    

  

For example:      

I've lost my driver's license.  I will get it back next year. (I have = I've)  Present Perfect   

   

I lost my driver's license but that was a long time ago.  Past Simple      

      

Differences between present perfect general past and simple perfect for specific time in the past. 

     

For example:      

We have heard this sermon already. General past      

We have heard this sermon last week. Specific time      

      

There are ways to form questions using Present Perfect and Past Simple.      

      

Yes/ No questions      

Have/Has + subject + past participle ….?      

For example:      

Has Mark finished his homework yet?  Present Perfect      

Have you ever been to Las Vegas?  Present Perfect      

Did the Chinese invent paper?  Past Simple      

      

Information Questions      

Question word + has/have + subject + past participle?      

For example:      

Where have the pirates hidden the treasure?  Present Perfect      

Who was the scientist that developed the theory of relativity?  Past Simple    

  

  

 

That concludes our lesson. You should now be able to use the  Present Perfect Tense.         . 

 

I hope you enjoyed this lesson. 


